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Personal Statement of Educational Objectives

When I entered Cal Poly as an undergraduate, I knew nothing about the world around me and even less 
about myself. I had no interests or opinions that weren’t borrowed from my peers, I had no practical life 
experience, and I had absolutely no sense of the direction in which I wanted to take my future. It didn’t 
take me long to learn, however, that mechanical engineering was not my path. I had chosen it as a major 
not because I was interested in it, but because it seemed like it would be an impressive subject in which 
to have a degree. I finished my bachelor’s degree just for the sake of having it, which I now know is the 
wrong reason to pursue higher education. Although the world places a certain value on the document itself, 
alone it is not enough to demonstrate  the kind of responsibility, work ethic, or dedication necessary to be 
competitive in any field. Furthermore, I have learned that when someone commits himself to the pursuit 
of knowledge in a subject, he should do so with a profound appreciation for the opportunity he is being 
given to learn, and he should do it out of an intense passion for all things related to that area of study. I’m 
ashamed to admit that I once took my education for granted--a mistake that I will never make again. I am 
applying for admission to RIT’s Master of Fine Arts program in Computer Graphics Design because I have 
discovered my sincere passion, and I am ready to excel in it.

I have a firm belief in the power and potential of interactive media. Designers today are only scratching 
the surface of the kind of impact that the ideas behind technologies like augmented reality phone apps 
and social networking games can have on the shape of our society. In addition to this, the field represents 
the perfect marriage of aesthetics, cultural anthropology, and problem-solving. It is exciting to see Ford 
motivating people to save gas by programming a virtual pet into the instrument panel of their 2010 hybrids, 
or to see Microsoft using depth-sensing cameras to make dancing games that get people to exercise. 
However, it is even more exciting to imagine how those concepts could be reworked and improved upon. It 
is so exciting, in fact, that I am convinced that I can make a fulfilling lifelong career out of it.

Through my coursework at RIT, I plan to establish the basis for my professional identity so that when the 
time comes, I am more than ready to take on the industry either as an employee or as the head of my own 
enterprise. Specifically, I plan to make extensive use of the department’s considerable resources in all of my 
assignments in order to produce bleeding edge, industry-class work to enhance my portfolio. I intend to 
take full advantage of the open-ended structure of the CGD program by taking courses in related areas such 
as marketing and project management. My goal is to be uniquely qualified for employment in the area of 
my choice after graduation.



During the pursuit of my degree, I will actively contribute to the program by way of an uncommon array 
of attributes which differentiate me from other students. My defining characteristic is that I am constantly 
re-evaluating myself and my environment. This forces me to always strive for personal growth and allows 
me to take on unique perspectives. One of the things that I have discovered over the course of this constant 
re-evaluation is that I am first and foremost a communicator. This quality, coupled with my formidable 
capacity for empathy, makes me a natural leader and an exceptional teacher. Another personal asset I bring 
to the program is the ability maintain a strong personal identity while still being receptive to the ways and 
opinions of those around me, making me a key contributor to any team environment. Additionally, I derive 
pleasure and entertainment from the acts of learning and problem solving and I attack challenges with 
both an obsessive curiosity and the patience to see them through. Lastly, and most importantly, I am totally 
committed to my present course of action. You would be hard-pressed to find a student who would show 
more devotion or who would take better advantage of this educational opportunity than I.


